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Unraveling The Democratic Era?
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1. Democracy in the World

STATE OF LIBERAL DEMOCRACY (LDI) IN 2025
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1. Democracy in the World

FIGURE 2. LIBERAL DEMOCRACY

A. Country Averages

08

Country Average Value
= e 3 e
= & @ <

o

o

0.1

1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2025

Unraveling The Democratic Era? e’ v-bem
5

1. Democracy in the World

FIGURE 2. LIBERAL DEMOCRACY

A. Country Averages B. Population—Weighted
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1. Democracy in the World

FIGURE 2. LIBERAL DEMOCRACY

(. Territory—Weighted
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FIGURE 2. LIBERAL DEMOCRACY

B. Population—Weighted
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2005:

50%

1. Democracy in the World

SHARE OF WORLD POPULATION
LIVING IN AUTOCRACIES
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2025:

74%
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2. Trends of Regime Transformation
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2. Trends of Regime 73
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The Cumulative Effect of the Third Wave of Autocratization

Year = 2000
Countries affected = 15

Change on the LDI:
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Source: Nord, M., A. Good God, S.I. Lindberg (2026). "State of the World 2025: Unraveling The Democratic Era?" In: Democratization, Online First.
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The Cumulative Effect of the Third Wave of Autocratization

Year = 2025
Countries affected = 85

Change on the LDI:
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2. Trends of Regime

Transformation
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2. Trends of Regime
Transformation
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2. Trends of Regime
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3. Autocratizing Countries

FIGURE 17. TOP 20 DECLINING INDICATORS, AUTOCRATIZING
COUNTRIES, 2025

Government censorship effort ——— Media
(SO repression

Freedom of academic and cultural expression
Media self—censorship

Media bias

EMB autonomy

Freedom of discussion for men

Harassment of journalists

(S0 entry and exit

Print/broadcast media perspectives

<0°V-Dem

e ® INSTITUTE

Unraveling of The Democratic Era?

4/29/26

10



3. Autocratizing Countries

FIGURE 17. TOP 20 DECLINING INDICATORS, AUTOCRATIZING
COUNTRIES, 2025

Government censorship effort ——— Media
(SO repression

Freedom of academic and cultural expression
Media self—censorship

Media bias

EMB autonomy

Freedom of discussion for men

Harassment of journalists

(S0 entry and exit

Print/broadcast media perspectives

Unraveling of The Democratic Fra? B3V Bl=ag

Disinformation and Polarization Fuel Autocratization

State of the world 2024: 25 years of autocratization —
democracy trumped?

4/29/26

11



Disinformation and Polarization Fuel Autocratization
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Disinformation and Polarization Fuel Autocratization

State of the world 2024: 25 years of autocratization —

Government Disinformation,
Start of Regime Transformation / 2014
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Disinformation and Polarization Fuel Autocratization
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Autocratization
in the USA

Liberal Democracy Index
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Autocratization
in the USA

The Most Dramatic Decline
in American History

Liberal Democracy Index
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M M A VS. PROMINENT AUTOCRATIZER
Autocratization USAVS. PRO uroc s
in the USA
The Most Rapid “Executive Aggrandizement” °
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Autocratization
in the USA

Dismantling Checks and Balances
- Concentrating Power

I * Trump’s second term can be summarized as a rapid and
aggressive concentration of powers in the presidency.

Undoing Civil Rights and Equality before the Law

I * The first year of Trump’s second term is marked by
offensives on long-standing civil rights protections.

Seeking to Silence Media,
Dissenting Voices, and Academia

* Freedom of Expression is falling to its lowest level since
the end of WWII. The decline is driven by a range of
documented attacks - from censorship and financial
coercion, to legal intimidation and suppression.
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Not All Hope Is Lost!

tell Viktor

it was me.

1 want him to know

it was me.

Unraveling The Democratic Era?

Trollfabrik + attack pa TV4 + .
underminering medier

Minskning medel/mer styrning av*
public service

Okande hatretorik, attacker pa
journalister/andra

Sociala mediers roll/l6gner/
desinformation okar

Underminering av sanning,
expertis, medier, akademi

Okande religés intolerans

Sverige: normer = varningsignaler ?

Erdogan-dockan, Spionlag,
vandel, “DDR-lag”, retroaktiv lag

Reaktion pa CRD:s kritik av Tido
Politisering av statstjansteman

Urholkning-styrning av
utredningsvasendet

Underminering
civilsamhille/folkbildning

Ungas 6kande stod for autokrati

I, - .2
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:V-Dem

‘The V-Dem Graphing Tools is a platform for making data visualization intuitiv

Here you find user-friendly tools specially

'7‘5 -

Mapping Tool
Interactive tool that visualize data
by creating a color-coded map to
view the distribution of scores for

an indicator around the world.

Variable Radar Chart
This tool displays multiple
countries (three or more) for one
indicatorfindex in a radar chart.
Select one indicator/index and
multiple countries.

Home  Aboutv OurWork~v  Datasetsv

Graphing Tools

Graphing v Publications v

Graph of the Week

Graphing Tools

your needs and interest. Select one of the tools to start exploring the data.

Variable Graph
Compares multiple countries for
one indicator/or index. Select one
indicator and multiple
countries/regions. The data are
aggregated by year

XY Scatter Plot
This tool displays two
indicators/indices as an X/Y scatter
plot. Select two indicators/indices
and multiple countries.

Country Graph
Compares multiple
variables/indices for one
country/region. Select one
country/region and multiple
indicators/indices, The data are
aggregated by year

Regional Comparison
This tool displays the development
of aV-Dem indicatorfindex in a
region between two selected years,

accessible and easy to use.

designed to visualize V-Dem data in various forms depending on

Country Radar Chart
This tool displays multiple variables
and indices for one country/region
in a radar chart, Select one
ple

country/t

-gion and mu
tors/indices.

Thematic Comparison
Displays the development of a
thematic category between two
selected years.
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Datasets

Home Aboutv OurWorkv Datasetswv

Download our datasets and reference materials

Out Now!

Graphingv  Publications v News

Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem)

Democracy Reports

Download our annual report on democracy in the

The V-Dem Dataset v16 and the V-Dem Institute Democracy

Report 2026: "Unraveling The Democratic Era?"

Download V-Dem Institute Democracy Report 2026
Download the V-Dem Dataset v16

Explore the New V-Dem Data with the Graphing Tools
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